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senatorial admimstiatiou But villainy, however notorious, did not interfere with advancement m the public seivice Catiline was adioit, bold, and even captivating He made his way into high office along the usual gradations He was prsetor in B 0 68 He went as governor to Africa in the yeai following, and he retuined with money enough, as he reasonably hoped, to purchase the last step to the consulship He was impeached when he came back for estoition and oppression, under one of the many laws which were made to be lanighed at Till his trial was over he was disqualified from presenting himself as a candidate, and the election for the year 65 was earned by Autromus Psetus and Coinehus Sylla Two other patricians, Aurelms Gotta and Manlms Torquatus, had stood against them The successful competitors were unseated for bi ibery, Gotta and Toiquatus took their places , and, appai-ently as a natuial resouice in the existing contempt into which the constitution had fallen, the disappointed candidates formed a plot to kill their rivals and their nvals' friends in the Senate, and to make a levolution Oneius Piso, a young nobleman of the bluest blood, joined in the conspiracy. Catiline threw himself into it as his natural element, and aristocratic tradition said m later yeaia that Csasar and Ciassus were implicated also Some desperate scheme theie ceitamly was, but the accounts of it are confused one authority says that it failed because Catiline gave the signal prematurely, others that Caesar was to have given the signal, and did not do it, others that Ciassus's heart failed him, others that the consuls had secret notice given to them and took precautions. Cicero, who was in Rome at the time, de-